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EPRA Discussion Topics

1. 
Four Most Popular Topics

Advertising
Advertising - in the broad understanding of the word - is the most recurring topic at EPRA meetings. It has been discussed at almost all meetings since the beginning of the EPRA. The topic of advertising has been addressed from various perspectives, including sponsorship, teleshopping or surreptitious advertising. The emergence of new advertising techniques, such as virtual advertising and split-screen, has also been an issue of particular interest.

The reasons for this predominance of advertising on the agenda of EPRA meetings are manifold. Firstly, the remit of EPRA members is very different but they almost always have some kind of competence in the field of television advertising. Secondly, advertising provisions constitute a significant part of the TVWF Directive and its current review, as recently illustrated by the Commission’s Communication on Advertising.  Last but not least, the topic of advertising is particularly suitable to the format of EPRA meetings because it can easily be illustrated through video examples.

Protection of Minors

The issue of the protection of minors is also a most recurrent topic that has been discussed at the meetings in Paris in 1996, Fredrikstad in 1998, Vevey in 1999, Barcelona in 2001, Malta in 2002, Naples and Cyprus in 2003, Stockholm in 2004. This is of course not surprising, as it is one of the main missions of broadcasting regulators.  The issues of violence and the portrayal of sex on TV have both been the subject of plenary sessions. Most of the discussions focused on the description and comparison of national rating systems such as the French signalétique or the Dutch classification system introduced by the NICAM. The controversial issue of the need for a uniform pan-European rating system was also debated on various occasions. Self-regulation of TV content with respect to the protection of minors was the topic of the Plenary in Naples.

Jurisdiction

The issue of jurisdiction is also a frequently discussed topic at EPRA meetings and was on the agenda in Paris and Amsterdam in 1996, Lisbon in 1997, Bratislava in 2000, Brussels in 2002 and Istanbul in 2004. The complexity of the legal provisions and the transnational character of the topic may account for its importance to the EPRA. Discussions have mostly focused on the interpretation of the complex provisions of Art. 2a of the Directive Television without Frontiers. The issue of advertising or programme windows has also been discussed in this context. The communication and co-operation between regulatory authorities as a method for avoiding potential conflicts of jurisdiction has been a subject of many heated debates in the past. The various stages of the conflict of jurisdiction between the Netherlands and Luxembourg with regard to the channels RTL4 and 5 were reported at regular intervals.

Most recently, the concern regarding non-EU satellite channels broadcasting programmes inciting to hatred has revived the topic of jurisdiction. The recurrent issue of jurisdiction was a fundamental reason for the creation of the EPRA Channel and Company database. 

Convergence 

The issue of convergence unsurprisingly is also one of the favourite EPRA topics and this was discussed in Amsterdam in 1996, in Dublin in 1997, in Aachen in 1998, in Greece in 1999, Malta in 2001 and in Naples in 2003. The issue of convergence was at first mainly examined from the perspective of the regulation of new services such as interactive services, near VOD services, online services. More recently, the interest shifted to the creation of convergent regulatory authorities. Debates on the pro and cons of convergent regulatory authorities took place at various occasions. Members have shown great interest in learning about the experiences of convergent regulators such as the Italian AGCOM or the British OFCOM. 

2. 
Other Popular topics

Regulation of Public Service Broadcasting

The regulation of PSB is topic frequently put on the agenda by EPRA members, as was the case in 1998 in Aachen, in 1999 in Greece, in Ljubljana in 2002, in Naples in 2003, and at the present meeting in Sarajevo in 2005. The topic has been addressed in terms of the following questions: the pros and cons of the regulation of PSB through regulatory authorities; overviews of PSB regulatory structures and mechanisms; the issue of programme performance; the PSB mission in the digital area.

Digital Terrestrial Television (DTT)

The issue of DTT was discussed in Vevey in 1999, in Bratislava in 2001, in Brussels in 2002, and in Stockholm in 2004. At first, discussions focused on the award of digital terrestrial licences and the issue of access in the digital TV environment. The Working group on DTT organised by the AGCOM, culminating in a comprehensive report, has allowed for a more in-depth analysis of these issues. 

Media Ownership and Concentration 

The issue of media ownership and concentration was on the agenda of the Paris meeting in 2000, Ljubljana in 2002 and Istanbul in 2004. The discussions have taken place in both working groups and a plenary session.

Monitoring issues 

The issue of programme monitoring was discussed three times, in Dublin and Lisbon in 1997 and Paris in 2000. The discussion focused on the technical aspects of the monitoring of programmes.

Political Communication on Television

The issue of political communication was dealt with on two occasions at EPRA meetings in Paris in 2000 and in Ljubljana in 2002. The focus was mainly on the issue of paid political advertising. 

Events of Major Importance for Society

The issue of major events has been discussed three times at EPRA meetings: in Paris in 2000; in Bratislava in 2000; and Barcelona in 2001. This subject was very topical at one point, corresponding with the drawing up of the first lists of major events. More recently there has been less interest in (perhaps reflecting less concern over) this issue.

3. Other topics
Many other topics have been discussed only once at EPRA meetings. This may have to do with the very different remits of the EPRA members, the mainly national character of the issue or the emergence of a new concern.

As an example, the issue of 'Media developments in acceding, candidate and transition countries' was discussed for the first time in Cyprus in 2003. 'Media and Disability: access and representation' was the topic of a working group in Istanbul in 2004. The topic of Broadcasts inciting to Hatred was also first discussed in Istanbul. Privacy was on the agenda of Stockholm and Human Dignity on the agenda of Bratislava. It is worth noting that radio broadcasting has only appeared once so far on the agenda of an EPRA meeting (working group 'Regulation of Radio: Localness, Licensing, Digitalisation' in Stockholm).
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